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Appearance of Yannawa Changes
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The changes of garden conditions in
Yannawa District may be classified into four
major periods as follows.

e First period - During the reign of
King Rama V

The area of Yannawa District in the
reign of King Rama V appeared on the map
of Bangkok R. E. 115 (B.E. 2439) with the
scale 1: 11,800. His younger brother, Prince
the

command and had the authorities to prepare

Damrong Rajanubhab, received royal
the map in the year of the Pig, Thai Minor Era
1249. The location of Yannawa was modified

additionally in Nakhon Khuean Khan lines (or
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Phrapradaeng today). This map showed the
land use for growing garden and perennial
plants. The canals named on the map included
Klong Chong Nonsi, Klong Suan, Klong Poom,
which flowed into Chao Phraya River. The
temple appearing on the map was Wat Chong
Lom. The area next to the riverbank of Chao
Phraya about 1 km was paddy field.

The Yannawa area appeared again on
Bangkok map of the year 1910 [(B.E. 2453)
(last year in the reign of King Rama V)]. There
was the appearance of Samut Prakan railway
from Hua Lampong to Klong Toey area with
the station, river and terminal at “Wat Mai
Chong Lom (No monk residing).” This map
indicated the land use in consistency with the
map of Bangkok R.E. 115 - in other words the
banks of Chao Phraya were gardens, including
Yannawa area. The elevation of the ground
was approximately 0.4 meters above mean
sea level. The area of paddy field next to the
gardens inwards had the elevation of around
0.2 meters above mean sea level. The temples
shown on the map including Wat Chong
Lom, Wat Chong Nonsi, Wat Klong Mai, Wat
Pariwas. The canals appearing on the map
were Klong Chong Nonsi, Klong Suan, Klong
Ta Huang, Klong Wat Klang Mai, Klong Wat
Pariwas, Klong Bang Pong Pang and Klong
Poom as line with no written names on.

e Second period: 1915 -1976
(B.E. 2458-2519)

Yannawa was the cultivated land and
the dense nipa palm forest. The banks of
Chao Phraya River were cork tree forests.
The houses were built and spaced out.
The cultivators in this area did mixed fruit
gardening. Main products of the orchard are

coconut, betel nut, orange, rose apple, lychee,
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longan and etc. Coconut was planted in the
area surrounding the garden plot and ditches
for making sugar. Every garden was usually
planted with fruit trees in small quantity each,
homegrown vegetables and banana mixed
with main fruits of the orchard. Everything in
the garden was mainly grown for sell.
Waterway was essentially wused for
transportation due to the absence of road. The
paddling boat and long-tailed boat were initially
used. Subsequently, there were boats, taxis
or motorboats running on the route between
Klong Lad Pho — Miller, Linchi Road. In case
of a need to walk by land, it was necessary
to cross the garden to Sathupradit Road to

get on the bus lines 61, 62 of Sub-District
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headman Chat Banyen, which terminated at
the beginning of Wittayu Road.

e Third period: 1976 - 1983
(B.E. 2519-2526)

At the beginning of the construction, Rama
3 Road was officially named “Chao Phraya
Road.” The road was constructed parallel to
the riverbank of Chao Phraya at a distance of
100-130 meters from the foot of Krung Thep
Bridge to Klong Toey. As a result, it was a
very useful route for transportation from Klong
Toey Port to the Thonburi side with more
convenience than before. Besides, this road
caused the decrease in the garden area on the
banks of Chao Phraya River throughout the
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line. The forests from riverside were cleared
out, which resulted from the construction of
warehouse, tank farm, gas depot on the banks
of Chao Phraya River and port at intervals
along the sides. In addition, there was the
construction of factories, commercial buildings,
houses on both sides of the road. Therefore,
each plot of garden land gradually disappeared.
The original owners of gardens sold the land
to brokers or developers, thus causing a large
wave of social changes. People with land
adjacent to the river and the road migrated to
other places.

The presence of road was followed by the
advent of other utilities, i.e. electricity, water
supply, telephone accordingly. Therefore, the
growth of city arose rapidly. Public walkways
through the gardens were transformed into
roads, alleys for allowing the cars to pass.
In the meantime, the use of boats on canals
and rivers diminished. Similarly, the gardens

were converted into constructions with steady
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expansion, though fruit gardening continued.
However, there were the problems with soil
and water to some extent. Until the year 1983,
the massive flooding broke out, causing the
ingress of saltwater into the gardens and water
logging for around a month. The fruit gardens
were heavily damaged, some of which fell
down such as orange, lychee orchards.

e Fourth period - Subsequent to

1983 (B.E. 2526) - today

The map of Bangkok made in 1988 coincided
with the improvement of transportation system
in this locality significantly. Ratchadaphisek
Road was expanded to 4 traffic lanes for
each side with the drainage ditch in middle
of the

there was the construction of Mahanakorn

road throughout. Simultaneously,

Expressway connecting Klong Toey to the
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Thonburi side in the area of Suksawad Road
and Daokanong. There has been the Rama 9
Bridge or known as the “suspension bridge”,
which was completely constructed and put into
operation in 1985. There are the expressway’s
entrance and exit around the Yannawa District
namely entrance — exit Rama 3 in Chong
Nonsi area (in front of Nonsi Wittaya School),
entrance-exit Sathupradit (area of Sathupradit
entrance - exit

Intersection), Bangklo. As

a result, Yannawa area has enjoyed the
convenience of transportation. Therefore, this
is the period during which Yannawa area has
been affected by dramatic changes. That is
to say, there has been the construction of
warehouses, factories with the use of many
workers. In the first phase, housing projects
were mainly concerned with townhouses and
detached homes. Besides, other activities have
been present in the area of Rama 3 Road, i.e.
Pisan Transport Company; Lao Hua Heng Co.,
Ltd.; Techa Sampan Association of the family
Zheng or Cheng, which came to buy land
and establish the association for performing
religious ceremonies of the family; Phanrawi
Village, etc.
Yannawa area is on the riverbank of
Chao Phraya and is characteristic of cheek
bulge or bulb. Consequently, this is regarded
as strategically good location according to the
Feng Shui concept of Chinese belief. In other
words, owning commercial business or the
settlement in the area facing the east river
is considered to be auspicious, which leads
to the wealth, success. Therefore, the land
plots in Yannawa and nearby areas have been
much demanded by investors, bankers. As a
result, during the period from 1992 onwards,
high- rise buildings and large buildings have

been constructed in the neighborhood of
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Yannawa and riverside area, namely office of
Bangkok Bank; Bank of Ayudhya headquarters;
office of Sahaviriya Company; Central Plaza
Department Store Ratchada - Rama 3; SV
City, which is the largest condominium project
on Rama 3 Road; PM Riverside Condominium,
etc. Additionally, other offices and residential
projects have been built in the vicinity. The
economic downturn during the period from
1997-2003 caused a halt in the construction
of large buildings, including the discontinued
changes in land use for a while.

Furthermore, the expansion of Rama 3
Road in this period has caused the Yannawa
area on the riverbank with many temples to
be cut off and separated from the other side
of the road. For the road of 4 lanes, 2 spans
with the traffic throughout the day and night,
there are all kinds of vehicles, including trucks.
Although there are the flyovers, but it is still
difficult for elderly people to cross the road

for making merit at the temple like before.
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